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Parent Carer Participation Steering Group
Feedback from Activity Day January 24th 2010

Jacqui Adams

Parent Carer Participation Officer

The day was well attended and enjoyed by all; 30 children and young people attended, 26 adult’s 11 of whom were dads/male carers. For some families it was the first time they had been involved in such an event and they had come along after getting information from the Disabled Children’s Register.

Families were impressed with the level of activities available and overwhelmingly welcomed being able to do something as a family. Several families said they would like to go back as a family and use the centre individually after having a taster with other families who have disabled children and young people. Other families stated they enjoyed being in an environment with other families who also had disabled children so understood their needs. This meant they could all relax and have a good time. 
General Feedback of the day

· We have had a lovely time plenty to do for all the children and lunch was an added bonus, more of these events please. Thank you 

· The aromatherapy session was amazing! My autistic son is never calm or quiet but he was able to lie and actively relax! Thank you
· More days like these please! It is brilliant just relaxing and knowing that people won’t be judging you because of your child’s behaviour

· More days/weekends like this. Fabulous and thanks to all who organised it

· Its great to be able to do things without worrying about people looking at you and your family (sibling)

· I cam here today with my brother. I really enjoyed the climbing and he really enjoyed the sensory room and trampolining

· Great fun, kids thoroughly enjoyed themselves and lunch was an extra nice surprise. Thanks

· We had a brilliant time Lisa had a go at everything and she was great. All the staff were really helpful and the instructors were very helpful and kind. It would be lovely to have something like this again soon. Absolutely fabulous Thank you very much!! 

· We have had a lovely time plenty to do more events like this please for the whole family to enjoy

· More events like this where everyone can do things as a family

 Suggestions for future events 
· Contact rugby officer at Kingston Park to look at doing touch rugby for next time

· More for young people who like quiet things to do

· More stuff for girls to do

· Computer and interactive games 

· A whole weekend like this one maybe with an overnight stay

· A Doctor Who day at the Centre for Life

· Hire a cinema for a movie for families to attend with their disabled children/young people. Give them a chance to sample going to the cinema with other families who would understand their behaviours’ will encourage them to go again if it is an enjoyable experience   

Suggestions/Feedback about Short Breaks 

· Not feeling or being kept safe at Girl Guides 

· Secondary schools to provide more educational residential trips 

· Support to access summer play scheme or training of staff

· Need to get more information to mainstream schools about the Access Fund. I am sure they have plenty of ideas and could benefit lots of young people. Maybe some funding to do activities in the after School Clubs, Yellow weeks etc

Feedback on School Transport 
· More communication between escort and parents to avoid misunderstandings
· Older siblings e.g. in 6th Form may be able to provide escort in taxi instead of paying an escort

· More training for drivers and escorts around medical conditions

· More specific training for clamping and securing different types of wheelchairs

· My son goes to an ARC at Kenton and uses SEN transport taxi. The service is excellent and both driver and support are fantastic with my son.

· My son goes to an ARC and uses the taxi service. This provider is excellent

· A lump sum may help as I work shifts and  may not need transport every day
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