Children’s Trust Board update – January 2012
· Great North Children’s Hospital.   Carole Shipley, Children’s Services Directorate Manager, and Susan Nelson, Directorate Operational Manager NUT Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, gave a presentation on the Great North Children’s Hospital at the RVI, looking at developments on the site, including the Medicinema and the Teenage Cancer Unit penthouse suite.  Performance data and future plans for the site were also shared.  A significant amount of work has been done engaging with children, young people and parents/carers to seek their thoughts and ongoing contributions to the developments.  For more information please contact carole.shipley@nuth.nhs.uk or susan.nelson@nuth.nhs.uk
· Domestic Violence and Abuse update.  Jayne Moules, Area Manager, Integrated Targeted Services, NCC, and Lesley Storey, Domestic and Sexual Violence Coordinator, NCC, led a discussion on domestic violence in the city. A Children and Young People Group has been set up as a subgroup of the Domestic Violence and Abuse Service Delivery Group, acknowledging the high numbers of children that DV both involves and impacts upon.  Domestic violence in young people’s relationships and prevention work in schools are two of the issues that are to be developed further.  For more information please contact Lesley.storey@newcastle.gov.uk or jayne.moules@newcastle.gov.uk
· Serious Case Review key findings and learning.  Sue Kirkley, Newcastle Safeguarding Children Board Coordinator, introduced the Executive Summary of the Serious Case Review into Child B, encouraging everyone to consider how the findings can be implemented in their own areas.  The importance of a persistent approach in working with vulnerable young people was acknowledged, and findings will also feed into the review of the Alcohol Strategy.  For more information please contact susan.kirkley@newcastle.gov.uk
· Youth Independence Forum.  Herbie Cooper, Volunteer Coordinator, Your Homes Newcastle, presented the 2012 Youth Independence Action Plan.  Key areas of work for them are around safety in temporary accommodation, developing the Code of Conduct Inspection tool and the impact of benefits changes on young people.   For more information please contact elizabeth.cooper@yhn.org.uk
· Newcastle City Council Budget Proposals.  Martin Surtees, Director of Performance, Commissioning and Outcomes, NCC outlined the budget situation for 2012/13, with the proposal that there is a reduction in Children’s services budget for 2012/13 of £6.6 million (55.7 FTE posts).  The consultation process is open until 10 February 2012.  For more information please contact martin.surtees@newcastle.gov.uk or letstalknewcastle@newcastle.gov.uk
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