Children’s Trust Board Monthly update - November 2011
· My Place.   Ruth Rogan, Director of Strategic Partnerships, NCC, brought the My Place closing report to the Children’s Trust Board to complete the circle started by the Board who agreed the original application for the My Place project in 2008.  Despite the project being well advanced the decision was made in May 2011 to end the project due to BIG Lottery having some concerns about financial sustainability which were shared by the new administration.  The Board did acknowledge that there is still a need for a city centre youth provision.  For more information please contact ruth.rogan@newcastle.gov.uk
· Newcastle Youth Offending Team.  Paul Brownlee, Youth Offending Team Manager, NCC, gave a presentation on the YOT to the Board, which outlined the range of provision they provide and how the services supports the Children and Young People Plan priorities of Safe, Equal and Achieve.  Key points focussed on the success of the YOT recently, including reducing the reoffending rates by 38% from 09/10 to 10/11, a 68% reduction in first time entrants to the Youth Justice system over 2 years, making it the best performing YOT in the North East region, and Newcastle YOT for the last 5 years being the best performing YOT in England and Wales around the Use of Custody.  For more information please contact paul.brownlee@newcastle.gov.uk
· Newcastle Safeguarding Children Board Annual Report.  Edwina Harrison, Independent Chair of NSCB briefed the Board on the Annual Report and Delivery Plan prior to publication.  For more information please contact susan.kirkley@newcastle.gov.uk
· Short Break Duty.  Pat Thompson, Service Manager for Children with Complex Needs, NCC, briefed the Children’s Trust Board on the authority’s Short Break Duty. Local Authorities are duty bound to provide short breaks for disabled children to assist individuals who provide care for disabled children, and must publish a statement of commitment.  Children’s Services in Newcastle has a vision that the short break developments will help enable disabled children and young people to lead ordinary lives.  Disabled children will be able to choose from a full range of services including family support, befriending, family activity holidays and overnight breaks.  For more information please contact patricia.thompson@newcastle.gov.uk
· Raising the Participation Age. Ray Malecki, Partnership Manager, NCC, attended to brief the Children’s Trust Board on the raising of the participation age, meaning that by 2013 all young people aged 17 will be engaged in some form of education or training, and by 2015 that age will rise to 18. Work has begun to communicate this to schools, students and parents.  Further work is needed in extending this awareness with other organisations and young people.  For more information please contact ray.malecki@newcastle.gov.uk
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