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· Health Focus.  Meng Khaw, Director of Public Health, Julia Young, Associate Director of Commissioning – Newcastle, NHS North of Tyne and Andy Roberts, Joint Health Commissioner led the Children’s Trust Board through a presentation which focussed on health reforms, public health, local changes and the role of the Children’s Trust within all of this.  

· Julia gave an overview of key health reforms, including health care commissioning moving to become the responsibility of the NHS Commissioning Board and the Clinical Commissioning Groups, the introduction of HealthWatch England and a local HealthWatch, and the introduction of statutory Health and Wellbeing Boards.
· Meng introduced the Public Health Strategy - Healthy Lives, Healthy people, which outlines the formation of Public Health England, the transfer of health improvement responsibility and the Director of Public Health to the local authority.  Work still needs to be done to establish the reformed public health system, and the role of local authorities and Directors of Public Health need to be clarified, as well as needing clarification of commissioning responsibility for public health services which includes mandatory services for the local authority and the public health grant.
· Andy outlined the changing structures around local heath services.  Key local developments include the Great North Children’s Hospital, the establishment of TyneHealth and Newcastle Bridges – the two Clinical Commissioning Groups in Newcastle (previously GP commissioning groups), the transformation of Community Services, the Health visitor review, Northumberland Tyne and Wear Trust restructure, the expansion of Targeted Mental Health in Schools and the increase in the use of the Accident and Emergency Service.  It was also acknowledged that although children’s health services in Newcastle are assessed as good or better, health outcomes for children remain lower than average, and that child poverty and health inequalities underpin the health priorities for children and young people, which are obesity, teenage pregnancy, smoking, dental decay, alcohol and drugs.
· Newcastle has joined the early implementer network for Health and Wellbeing Boards.  They will have a statutory remit to improve the overall health and wellbeing of the population, develop the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, produce a Health and Wellbeing Strategy and encourage integrated working between commissioners. Work is in progress to establish this in Newcastle, and John Collings, Chair of Children’s Trust Board and Executive Director of Children’s Services will be a member on the Board.
For more information please contact andy.roberts@newcastle.gov.uk
· Additional items on the Children’s Trust Board agenda in July related to Children’s Trust governance developments.  For more information please contact louise.appleby@newcastle.gov.uk
