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	1. 
	Summary 

	
	Parenting Contracts and Parenting Orders are important additions to the interventions available to promote better behaviour in school.  Improving behaviour is essential to improve children’s educational prospects and to avoid putting them at risk of criminal or anti-social behaviour.
These measures are intended to help ensure that parents take seriously their responsibilities to ensure their children regularly attend and behave well when they are in school.  
Whilst the Guidance (see background papers) does not have the force of statute, there is an expectation that it will be followed unless there is good reason to depart from it.


	2. 
	Implications for Schools 

	
	Schools need to be aware of the implications of implementation of these measures for schools and budgets in providing the support offered (particularly parenting classes) through a Contract and potentially an Order.  School behaviour policies should reflect the use of these procedures as part of a range of strategies used to support children and young people who have difficulties with behaviour.


	3.
	Recommendation 

	
	To respond to the consultation on Parenting Contracts and Orders. 


	4.
	Background 

	
	Section 19 of the Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003 empowers designated Local Authority Education Officers, Head Teachers (Deputy and Assistant Head Teachers authorised by them) and the Police to enter into a Parenting Contract following a pupil’s exclusion from school. 

Section 20 of the Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003 empowers designated Local Authority Education Officers, Head Teachers (Deputy and Assistant Heads Teachers authorised by them) and the Police to apply for, or to monitor a Parenting Order following a pupil’s exclusion from school. 

Newcastle LA will have regard to the Guidance on Education – related Parenting Contracts, Parenting Orders and Penalty Notices (DfES/0234/2004) when making decisions or entering into a Parenting Contract, applying for monitoring a Parenting Order as described above. 

Newcastle LA will apply their powers fairly and consistently, and will conform to all requirements of the Human Rights Act 1998 and other relevant legislation concerning equal opportunities. 

The LA has the prime responsibility for developing the protocol within which all partners named in the Act will operate. 
A draft document has been prepared which outlines the Local Authority plans to implement Parenting Contracts and Parenting Order in the case of exclusion from school.   


	5.
	Further Information  

	
	Jonathan Ord               Education Welfare Officer

                                     0191 2774500

Linda Mason                Senior School Improvement Adviser       Social Inclusion  

                                    0191 211 5305

Background Papers 

1 1  The use of Parenting Contacts and Orders in cases of Exclusion from   School in Newcastle upon Tyne – draft document

2 2  Guidance on Education-Related Parenting Contracts, Parenting Orders and Penalty Notices (DFES – 1790-2005DOC-EN) 
All responses to this consultation can be sent to Jonathan Ord at the Education Welfare Service, Newcastle Springfield Centre, Off Blakelaw Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 3HU or email jonathan.ord@newcastle.gov.uk  


	6.
	What Happens Next  

	
	Action needed:
· To provide feedback on the proposals for Parenting Contracts and Orders by Friday, March 31 2006 

All Head Teachers, Heads of Services, Governing Bodies and other relevant personnel will be involved in the consultation process.
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