	July 2006

	To: 

Directors of Children's Services

Assessment Advisors



Dear Colleague

National Assessment Agency (NAA) advice regarding use of supplementary materials to support making and recording judgements for the Foundation Stage Profile (FSP)

NAA is aware of commercially produced materials, which have been independently designed to support the completion of the FSP. Some appear to promote an approach that is contrary to existing NAA advice, and therefore we are writing to clarify the relationship between these materials and the FSP.  

The decision to purchase and undertake supplementary assessments is a matter for the management of the school and the foundation stage practitioners. It is NAA’s statutory responsibility to ensure that implementation and moderation requirements of the FSP are supported and fulfilled.

Advice on completing FSP

The primary purpose of the FSP is to provide year 1 practitioners with reliable and accurate information about each child’s level of development at the end of the foundation stage. This will enable them to plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet their needs. Judgements need to be made through interpreting a range of evidence gained predominantly through observation of the child in self-initiated contexts. This process of collecting information about children’s learning is a critical part of the assessment process, and is vital in order to ensure that the judgements made against the 13 scales produce data that are accurate and reliable. It is therefore not possible to complete any part of the FSP in an instant. A one-off assessment – especially in the form of a test - cannot be used to complete any part of the FSP. Children cannot be said to have reached or attained a particular Scale point as the result of a single activity. FSP Moderators cannot accept single examples of adult directed assessment as evidence of a child attaining a FSP scale point.

Products such as interactive games based software that children complete independently and which claim to enable practitioners to complete aspects of the FSP as the result of a one off response are not consistent with this advice. This is not a substitute for collecting evidence from observations. Similarly, products such as test materials that require foundation stage children to respond to a series of pre-set questions using a computer screen or a booklet are contradictory to NAA guidance. The results of these one off responses cannot be considered to be equivalent to the attainment of specific scale points. 

NAA’s position on the process of assessment is that evidence is collected as an on-going process through:
· The practitioner’s knowledge of the child

· Information from a range of contributors 

· Observation of self-initiated activities

· Collection of anecdotal significant moments
· Focussed Assessments

When making a judgement for the FSP, practitioners should draw on at least 80% of evidence from knowledge of the child, observations and anecdotal assessments, and no more than 20% of evidence from adult directed or focused assessments.

Judgements are made through assessing behaviour that is demonstrated consistently and independently in a range of situations. It will need to demonstrate the child’s confidence and ownership of the specific knowledge, skill or concept being assessed.

No supplementary assessments are required in addition to completing the FSP nor is there any expectation that they should take place. 

Please see attached Annex A for further information.

Yours sincerely
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Jan Dubiel

Principal Officer Foundation Stage Profile

Direct Line: 020 7509 6282

Direct Fax: 020 7509 6986

E-mail: jan.dubiel@naa.org.uk
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