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Ref: MS/SE/Jdrive/Tellus4/HT
This matter is being dealt with by: Martin Surtees
Phone: 0191 2115300
7th May 2009

To:
Headteachers

All Secondary, High, Middle and Primary Schools

Dear Headteacher

TELLUS4 survey of children and young people
The DCSF (Department for Children Schools and Families) has taken over responsibility for the Tellus survey from Ofsted and has commissioned NFER (National Foundation for Educational Research) to deliver the Tellus4 survey of children and young people in autumn 2009.  NFER have selected your school as part of a representative sample to participate in Tellus4.  Your participation is entirely voluntary but we would very much appreciate your support by agreeing to your school taking part.  

In response to feedback from LAs and schools, a number of changes have been made to Tellus4 with the aim of making it more useful to you to participate. The key changes are as follows:   

· You will get feedback – participating schools will receive anonymised detailed feedback on the responses made by their children and young people and comparisons with their LA and nationally.

· The timing of the online survey has changed – the Tellus4 survey period will be in the autumn term (05 October – 16 November 2009), rather than the summer term.

· You can include the whole year group – participating schools can include all pupils in each of years 6, 8 or 10, based on the year groups appropriate to your school.  This will mean that you have a larger and more representative sample of children and young people in your results. The minimum sample is one class of year 6 pupils and 2 classes each of year 8 and year 10 pupils.
· You can add questions to personalise your survey – LAs and schools have the opportunity to select two additional questions each from a question bank, to support your school’s priorities and self-evaluation.

· You can use it as part of the citizenship curriculum – NFER will provide a citizenship curriculum resource pack which you can choose to use in conjunction with the Tellus4 survey.

· You can query the feedback using a web-based analytical tool – LAs and schools will be able to run a selection of different queries via a secure portal. For example you might wish to analyse certain questions by gender.

· There are accessible versions for young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities – the survey has been translated into Widgit symbols and BSL and there is an audio version. Participants will also be able to convert the survey into a larger font size. 
The proposed questionnaire for Tellus 4 has not yet been published but we have included the Tellus 3 questionnaires on the extranet alongside other useful information.
http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/schextra.nsf/anospaces/tellus4 
The timetable of key activities for Tellus4, including the survey period is given in the table below.  Please refer to the Tellus4 website tellussurvey.org.uk for more information.

	Date
	Activity

	May-June 2009
	LAs personalise their survey by selecting additional questions from the question bank.

	June-July 2009
	Schools personalise their survey by selecting additional questions from the question bank.

	05/10/2009-16/11/2009
	Survey Period

	Late January/
Early February 2010
	Feedback and Results.


Your participation in Tellus4 will enable NFER to provide your school, the LA and DCSF with meaningful and representative data on the views of children and young people on their life, their school and their local area. Findings from the survey are used to inform policy development and to measure progress and performance, at a local and national level, across the five Every Child Matters (ECM) outcomes. Your schools’ participation is central to this and I hope you will agree to participate. I would be grateful if you could let us know by Wednesday 20th May at the latest if you are able to take part by e-mailing childrens.services@newcastle.gov.uk
Once you have confirmed your participation NFER will write to you in June with details of how to personalise your survey and how to prepare for the live survey in autumn 2009.

In accordance with the NFER code of practice, all information relating to this project will be kept confidential and no individual will be identified in any way outside the Tellus4 partnership*. As your Local Authority we will know which schools have participated in the survey, as will DCSF, but datafiles will be anonymised to prevent identification of individuals and schools.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Deb Tyler or Steven Embleton on 0191 277 5412 or childrens.services@newcastle.gov.uk
Yours sincerely
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Mr Martin Surtees

Director of Children's Services, Performance & Commissioning
*The Tellus4 partnership consists of DCSF, NFER, RM and Local Authorities
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