Draft Newcastle Children and Young People’s Plan 2011 - 2014

Consultation on children and young people’s priorities

We would like to know from children and young people:

1. What age range is responding? 
Under 5’s  FORMCHECKBOX 

5-11 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

12-18
   FORMCHECKBOX 


2. Do you agree with our draft vision for what we would like your life to be like growing up? 
     
3. Are the five overarching children and young people priorities things that would make a difference to your life?

     
4. Is there anything important that you think is missing?
     
5. Do you want to be involved in the next stage of developing the Children and Young People’s Plan by coming to an event to give your views? If so, please provide your name, age and contact details:

     
Children and young people are also encouraged to reply to the full consultation if they wish. This is available at www.newcastlechildrenservices.org.uk 

All replies should be sent by 7 June 2010 to 
Email: childrens.services@newcastle.gov.uk 

Introduction - what is the CYPP?
A Children and Young People’s Plan, or ‘CYPP’ for short, is something that all agencies that work with children and young people have to produce to show how they are working together. 

In the CYPP we will set out what we are going to do to improve outcomes for all children and young people in Newcastle aged 0 to 19 years old. 
This includes you:

· if you live in Newcastle - even if you go to school in another area, and
· if you live in another area but travel into Newcastle to go to school, college or work – or even come here just to hang out with friends.
If you aren’t sure what we mean by ‘improving outcomes’, an outcome is about how well you are doing in different areas of your life, such as being healthy, or doing well at school
The government has told us which organisations must work together in partnership to make sure that children and young people achieve the best possible outcomes. This partnership is called the Children’s Trust. 
As well as the City Council, the Children’s Trust includes organisations like schools, the police, Newcastle College, Job Centre Plus, health services and agencies, voluntary sector organisations and others. 

Draft vision

The partners on the Children’s Trust Board have agreed on a description (or vision) of what they would like life to be like for children and young people.
Newcastle is a great place to grow up where every child and young person:

· is safe and loved, healthy and happy and free from harm; and
· has the chance to make the most of their talents and fulfil their potential.
We’d like to know if other people, including children and young people and parents and carers, think this is the right vision for our city.
How we are developing the CYPP
	Step 1
	Research

· We have looked at the data to see where outcomes for children and young people in Newcastle are better or worse than for children and young people in other areas.
· We have listened to children and young people, parents and carers, and a range of other people like teachers and youth workers, and what they think is important. (You may be surprised but your parents and teachers say many of the same things as you do)
· There are five children and young people’s priorities that include a range of areas for improvement
 

	Step 2
	Consultation 

We are asking children and young people to look at the information we have put together and comment on the five children and young people’s priorities


	Step 3
	Action planning 

The Children’s Trust Board will listen to what everybody says and agree a final list of priorities. We will then work together to decide what we should do to make a difference to these priorities. There will be events in the summer that you can take part in to help create the plan.


To deliver these, it might mean stopping doing something we’re doing now, and spending the money doing something different. 


	Step 4
	Consultation 

We will consult with everybody again in the Autumn to see if you agree with our draft plan. 


	Step 5
	Sign off and delivery

By March 2011, the Children’s Trust will sign off the CYPP and set to work to deliver the action plan. We will publish regular updates to tell you how we are doing and ask you if you think it is making a difference.



What children and young people have told us
A Young People’s Steering Group (YPSG) looked at feedback from hundreds of children and young people on what matters to them. This included surveys you might have filled in at school or youth club, activities such as UDecide, and feedback from specific events or meetings. It included views of children and young people from different parts of the city, of different ages, abilities, backgrounds and needs. 

From looking at all your comments, the YPSG felt these could be summed up under five headings. We want to know do you agree with them. 
Are these your priorities as a child or young person growing up in Newcastle? 
  
[image: image1]



to be recognised as experts in our own lives and issues 


 having young people who have experienced issues talk to us about them 


 we should have a say on things that affect us


 we want to see the changes we have made


 services should use feedback from children and young people to change how they do things





to have someone who is there for us when we need it


 Peer mentors and support – in schools and services


 Help with transition into adulthood, life skills, finding jobs, (shared) housing


 Open and approachable organisations


 All schools should have a counselling service/drop-in for support


 Organisations like DnA and Streetwise coming into schools


 Everyone who works with children and young people should be friendly and approachable





to have opportunities and a choice of things to do


 access to adventure and “dangerous” activities, e.g. camping, extreme sports


 cheaper, safer transport to access different activities and free travel to school


 more support and advice about careers and next steps


 more “supervised” play for younger children


 things to do at night


 “what’s on” guide


 creative activities – arts and crafts, gardening (community allotments?)





to live in a city where everyone is respected for who they are


 break down stereotypes of young people, e.g. portrayed as yobs


 tackle labels and prejudice between different groups of young people, e.g. “charver”, “goth”


 children and young people are people too, some services just treat us with suspicion


 need more and better sex education and open discussion


 think about children and young people when designing services and buildings 


 having our own space and place to go in the city centre


 tackle bullying and discrimination





to feel safe and happy in our environment


 cleaner parks and play areas – all the time


 street pastors and community police


 better and safer cycle paths


 more street lighting


 night time staff on metros


 play opportunities relevant to different age groups


 more green spaces to play





Children and young people want:











Consultation on behalf of:

Newcastle Children’s Trust


